Make104: Vinyl Cutting 


Create your own sticker or t-shirt design! 


Agenda: 

Tour + Safety 

Why Vinyl? 

Illustrator Basics 
Silhouette (small cutter) 
Roland (big cutter) 


Vinyl? What and Why? 


@ Vinyl is a durable type of plastic - same as PVC! 
@ Often used in clothing (among other uses) 


@ The Vinyl Process 

Making a design 

Getting a vinyl sheet (we have them in different colours) 
Printing on vinyl (we don't do this!) 

Cutting the vinyl (what we're learning today) 
Transferring the vinyl (heat press or transfer paper) 


@ Clothing: heat transfer vinyl vs screen printing 


QU OQ Oo 


Illustrator? What? Why? 


@ Powerful design tool - industry standard 


@ Great for "vector-based design" 
O Logos and Icons 
O Typography (e.g. fonts) 
O Tablet Drawings 
@ Lots of plugins! 
@ Also used for our laser cutter 
@ Note: very expensivel!! 
O We have free copies to use here on the iMacs 
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A spooky interface! Let's break it down! 
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Basic Tools 
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Selection Tool 
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Direct Selection Tool (yes, this is different) 
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Text Tool 
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, Once you select a shape, you can 
edit its many properties, move it 


around, and resize things! 


Pro tip: hold down "Shift" while 
resizing to maintain its proportions. 


The Shape Submenu 


= / Pen Tool (P) 
Té Add Anchor Point Tool (+) 
— Delete Anchor Point Tool (-) 

N Anchor Point Tool (Shift+C) 


The Pen Submenu 
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The Pen tool allows you to create lines 
with anchor points. 


You can manipulate anchor points to 
make your line behave differently, 
including bending! 


Anchor points are an important Illustrator 
concept! 
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this is not a t-shirt. 


Sample Designs 
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Exporting 


€ Illustrator CC | se Edit 


Object 
New... 

New from Template... 
Open... 

Open Recent Files 
Browse in Bridge... 


Close 

Save 

Save As... 

Save a Copy... 

Save as Template... 
Save Selected Slices... 


Revert 


Search Adobe Stock... 
Place... 


Export Selection... 


Package... 
Scripts 


Document Setup... 
Document Color Mode 
File Info... 


Print... 


Type 


Select 
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View Window Help 


Export for Screens... 
Export As... 
Save for Web (Legacy)... 


Undo Type Style 
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Recent Fonts 
Size 


Create Outlines 


Insert Special Character 
Insert WhiteSpace Character 
Insert Break Character 

Fill With PlaceHolder Text 


Transform 
Arrange 

Select 

Add to Library 
Collect For Export 
Export Selection... 


For small cutter: dxf, png 
For large cutter: svg, dxf, ai, png 


When exporting to a different 
computer, use “Create Outlines” 
on fonts and keep copies of any 
images! 


When exporting to dxf, remove 
the fill. 


DON'T DO IT. 


JUST GO HOME. 


Quiz - how many pieces do we have to 
take out? 


Designing for Vinyl Tips 


@ Remove unnecessary detail - simple is better! 

@ Don't rely on colour for detail 

@ Avoid small isolated pieces, they're hard to cut and transfer 
@ Think about “positives” vs “negatives” 

@ Use Image Trace on images you find 


Start making your own design! 


Once you're ready, call matt over - he'll either get 
you a USB, or tell you to send it to his email: 


matt@matthewwang.me 


